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we passed through the canal again, which was lined with people. Standing on the bridge we acknowledged their cheery greetings. At the southern end of the canal we found, to our surprise, three torpedo boats waiting to convoy us. On one a sailor in white wig-wagged that an officer wished to come aboard with an important message.
He arrived in a small boat and spoke to Captain Berry who rejoined us on the bridge looking very serious. A German submarine, he said, had been sighted off Nantucket Light on the day before. As it was known that the President's boat was in these waters he said he thought it safer for us to put back into the canal. The suggestion, he said, came from tie Navy Department, and was, to him, an order.
My husband said he did not feel at all anxious and had no idea of going back into the canal. He asked how long it would take to get to New London. I could see that Captain Berry was worried. "I could not reach there before five o'clock," he said. "The best I can make is fourteen knots.9' It was then eleven in the morning. My husband said: "Please present my compliments to the officer and thank him for his message, but let's get under way for New London as quickly as possible."
The day was as clear as crystal and the sunshine like gold. With a lookout aloft in the crow's nest, the gun crew on deck at its guns, and the torpedo boats surrounding us, we were soon off at as rapid a clip as the Mayflower could make. When I went down from the bridge I found Susan, my coloured maid, with her eyes fairly popping out with fear. Every time the engines made a noise she thought we were blown up. I tried to calm her, but I think she spent six miserable hours until we dropped anchor in the harbour of New London, and sent ashore for Margaret to come to dinner.
Next day we went in the launch as far as we could, and then in a motor boat, up the Connecticut River to Lyme. Madge Elliott joined us at Miss Florence Griswold's where Woodrow had once spent a summer years before. Miss Gris-